Carcinoma of lung with special reference to adenocarcinoma (an autopsy study of 122 cases).
We report morphological observations on 122 autopsied cases of lung carcinoma during the years 1974-1989, with emphasis on 44 cases of adenocarcinoma. Adenocarcinoma was the commonest histological type encountered (36%), confirming the trend reported in Western countries. It was also noted that nearly 50% of cases of adenocarcinoma were in the central zone, which is contrary to reported literature. 92% of small cell carcinoma, 87% of epidermoid carcinoma, 64% of combined carcinomas and 48% of adenocarcinomas were centrally located, while 91% of bronchioloalveolar carcinomas and 88% of large cell carcinoma were located peripherally. Of the 44 cases of adenocarcinoma, 23 were peripheral and 21 were central. In ten out of the 21 cases of central adenocarcinoma the tumour was confined to the bronchial tree without any parenchymal involvement. This type of gross morphology has not been described in adenocarcinoma so far. In the other 11 cases, there was a tumour in the lung parenchyma involving the bronchus. In these cases, it was not possible to decide whether bronchial involvement was primary or secondary, but bronchial obstruction due to a polypoid mass was present in three of these cases.